NOBEL
talent and his energies generally to the development of military
technique, although he had never previously lakou any interest
in that subject. The fact that ho selected this sphere of activity
was to be of decisive importance, not only to himself, hut: also in
determining the life work of his sons.
When one considers the conditions obtaining at 1 ho time, it will ho.
readily understood that Nobel considered the outlook in industry
and applied science as exceedingly unpromising in Sweden. It
was a comparatively short time since the country ikk! heen through
a serious war and had experienced profound political ami economic
crises. There was a general shortage of capital, ami industrial
enterprise was hampered. The only important branch of industry
with a really old tradition which had reached a comparatively
high stage of technical development at the period under discussion
was mining and its associated activities. This was, however, an
entirely foreign field to Immanuel Nobel; moreover, mechanical
development had barely begun. According to the annual reports
on industry itself, apart from mining, which tin*. Hoard of Trade
began to publish in 1830, there were in that year altogether
1,857 manufactories, employing about 12,000 hands, and with an
annual output of the value of something under £5,000,000.
The most important groups were made up of textile factories ami
dye works, as well as sugar, tobacco and paper factories, the total
value of whose products amounted to four-fifths of the whole
amount. There were no real factories in our sense of tho word;
other trades were generally carried on entirely by hand labour.
It is obvious that in such circumstances the prospects for an
inventor, especially in the field of mechanics, which was Nobel's
strong side, must have been very poor. It is only natural that
when he got to Russia he should have devoted himself to such
inventions and technical processes as would be of use in connection
with the requirements of the state. There is no doubt that at that
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